SEARCHLIGHT 


THE ANTI-FASCIST MONTHLY INCORPORATING CARF 
OCTOBER 1982 No.88 50p 





WAS 
THATCHER 
_ AIDE A 
NATIONAL 
FRONT 
MEMBER? 








Contents 


Was Thatcher's Aide in the 
NF? 


Webster fingered on 
Special Branch ‘grass’ 


BNSM in sick rope trick 
McLaughlin over the Hill 


Morrison recruits heavy 
mob 


Not so clever Trevor 


Tories to act on nazi 
moles 


Whispers 
Out on the streets 
In and Out of the courts 


Seeing Red 


News in Brief 

P2 lodge accused in 
Bologna investigation 
The tangled web of P2’s 
financial empires 

Wave of attacks against 
French Jews 
International Round-up 
What the papers say 
Recap No.7: Arnold 
Leese 

CARF: Anti racist or 
multi-cultural education 
Scunthorpe CRC gets 
breathing space 


Storm clouds over 
Slough factory 
CARF area round-up 





October 1982 


Editor: Veronica Ware 
Published by Searchlight 
Publishing Ltd., 

37B New Cavendish Street, 
LONDON W1M 8JR. 

01 607 2646 


ISSN 0262-4591 


Printed by The Russell Press Ltd., 
45 Gamble Street, 
Forest Road West, 
Nottingham. 





It comes as a little surprise , even to Searchlight, that a man with a background of 
membership of a fascist party, the National Front, can find his way into a top post in the 
Prime Minister’s office, as has Peter Shipley. 

For a considerable time, Searchlight has painstakingly documented the activities of 
extreme right-wingers in the Conservative Party — in the Federation of Conservative 
Students, in the Young Conservatives, and even in Parliament itself. The fact that little 
action has been taken by the party, in contrast to the public clamour about the activities of 
left-wingers in the Labour Party, has spoken eloquently of the extent to which the 
Conservative Party’s present leadership is prepared to live with extremists. 

But it really is quite different to find a person with a National Front background inside 
Number 10 itself, particularly after the government had, only last year, accepted the 
recommendations of the Security Commission, which declared that vetting of public 
servants should be concerned with the right-wing as well as the left. 

There are questions for Mrs Thatcher to answer: 

@ Was Peter Shipley positively vetted before taking up his post? 

@/f so, did the vetting reveal his earlier membership of the National Front? 
@/f if did, what other factors overrode this in securing his appointment? 


Whether Mrs Thatcher knew before or not, the fact is that she knows now. We are 
watching with keen interest to see what she does about it. 


MAURICE LUDMER 
MEMORIAL PRIZE 


In memory of the work of Maurice Ludmer, the late editor of Searchlight 
magazine, an annual prize has been established for investigative research into 
fascist and racist activity. 


The prize — a specially commissioned sculpture by the artist Dan Jones — is 
to be awarded annually for the article, pamphlet, essay, published thesis, 
book, television or radio programme, which has made the most significant 
contribution to anti-fascist and anti-racist research. For the first award any 
rhecda nme olU)o)iiciavete me) am o)gele[ULot-(omllalmsiait-l[amicelanmel-lalel-1avam boron Mn comm \\/f-h’am bole /an V7] |i ole 
Cilfelleliew 

The investigative journalist, John Pilger; Donald Ross, editor of Labour Week- 
/y and journalist and television broadcaster, Peter Taylor, are to judge the first 
award, which will be presented in the autumn. 


The prize is sponsored by Searchlight and administered by the National Book 
League. 


For further details and entry forms send s.a.e. to: Barbara Buckley, National 
Book League, Book House, 45 East Hill, London SW18 2QZ or telephone 
01-870 9055. Final entry date 7 October 1982. 
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WAS THATCHER’S NEW 


AIDE IN THE NEF? 





A MAN recently appointed as a 
member of the Prime Minister’s 
Downing Street Policy Unit appears to 
have had a past connection with the 
National Front. 

Peter Shipley, whose appointment to a 
Policy Unit post under Ferdinand Mount 
was announced in July, has been employed 
by Conservative Central Office for five 
years, but in the late 1960s, while a student 
at York University, he was listed as an NF 
member, and given the membership 
number 8699. The NF registered his 
membership from his parents’ Leicester 
address. Shipley, however, denies the 
allegation, and told Searchlight that he has 
no knowledge of how he came to be listed 
as a member. 

Since leaving his native Leicester to go to 
York in 1966, Shipley has led a varied and 
chequered political career. His involvement 
with the National Front, and later with 
other right-wingers, does not appear, at 
any stage, to have hampered ‘his steady 
progress to a top political post. He also 
moved in more respectable right-wing 
circles. Harvey Proctor, the right-wing 
Tory MP who studied history with him at 
York, remained an associate of Shipley’s 
after their years of study together. 

Immediately on leaving university, 
Shipley went to work for Rank Xerox, and 
used the firm’s corporate address when 
applying to attend an ‘Anti-Subversion’ 
conference organised in 1970 by Geoffrey 
Stewart-Smith, of the Foreign Affairs 
Circle (later the Foreign Affairs Research 
Institute, and at the same time the British 
Chapter of the World Anti-Communism 
League) and Ian Grieg of the Monday 
Club. The conference was little more than a 
gathering of respectable right-wingers and 
intelligence service ‘assets’. As a note from 
Ian Grieg’s secretary, written on Shipley’s 
application (above) show, his ticket was 
supplied by Harvey Proctor. Shipley now 
claims to have met Proctor only once in the 


recently, Afghanistan. The fall in CPGB membership, however, has been 
accompanied by the proliferation of new subversive groups of the extreme Left 
and extreme Right (mainly the former) whose aim is to overthrow democratic 
parliamentary government in this country by violent or other unconstitutional 
means, not shrinking in the case of the most extreme groups from terrorism to 
achieve their aims. Membership of individual groups is small but, for the most 


part, active and conspiratorial. 
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Top: The verdict of the Security Commission 1981; Below: Shipley’s application for anti- 
subversion conference; Bottom left: from the Leicester electoral roll 1970. 


last ten years. 

Curiously, the 1970 electoral register 
entry for his parents’ home in Leicester, 
indicates that, at this time, he was given a 
‘service vote’, usually provided to members 
of the armed forces. 

His employment with Rank Xerox was, 
however, shortlived, and later in 1970, 
Shipley joined the Civil Service, spending 
the next six years at the Home Office. 

In 1976, he edited the Guardian 
Directory of Pressure Groups before 
moving on, in 1977, to work full-time for 
the Conservative Party. Until his recent 
appointment he was employed in the 
party’s research department. During his 
time with Central Office, he authored two 
pamphlets published by the Institute for the 
Study of Conflict: one on the far right in 
Britain, and another on the far left. 
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Interestingly, the first, entitled The 
National Front: racialism and neo-fascism 
in Britain, did not suggest at any point that 
he might be drawing on information 
gathered while he was a member of the 
National Front. 

The fact that Shipley seems to have been 
a member of Britain’s pre-eminent fascist 
party cannot have gone unnoticed by the 
security services, who were advised in a 
recent report of the Security Commissiojn 
that right-wing appointments to positions 
of public influence were as worthy of 
attention as the threat from the far left. 

Curiously, even though Shipley strongly 
denounced the National Front in his 1977 
pamphlet, the NF has never seen fit to 
reveal publicly that he had previously been 
one of its members. 
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ee 
Webster fingered 
as Special 
Branch ‘grass’ 


MARTIN Webster's increasing 
unpopularity in nazi circles 
(chronicled in Searchlight last 
month) is beginning to take on 
an altogether dirty aspect, and 
moves are clearly afoot to 
discredit him in the eyes of 
other nazis. 

Only recently, a letter dating from 
his days as ‘security officer’ of the 
National Front has been circulating in 
far-right circles. In it, Webster 
announces that the NF intended to 
provide Special Branch with all the 
information they had concerning the 
National Socialist Group, then the 
covert wing of Colin Jordan’s British 
Movement. 

Publication of the letter is obviously 
intended to identify Webster and other NF 
leaders as Special Branch ‘grasses’ 
informing on the harder-line nazis who had 
remained true to open Hitlerism. 
Interestingly, the other individual named in 
the letter, who joined with Webster’s 
wholehearted endorsement of the NF 
decision to turn informer, is Gordon 
Brown. Brown, whose real name is 
Marshall, recently allowed the NF back into 
his Pawsons Road, Croydon, property, 
from which he unceremoniously evicted 
them in 1976 after joining forces with 
Kingsley Read’s National Party split. 

In the wake of the split, Webster, in 
Spearhead’s ‘Trouble-shooting’ column, 
denounced ‘‘Brown’’ as everything from a 
police agent to a Jewish spy. 

But Webster still has other pressing 


Webster threatens to turn informer. 





"Simon Gifford’, 
leader, 
NATIONAL SOCIALIST GROUP, 


» Esqos 0 


london, ScWele 


Esqey 


(By Hana) 


Dear Mr. Gifferd, 


April 2ni., 1969. 


I have met with a numeer of my Directorate celleagues — including Mr. Chesterten, 
eur Chairman — ana I am instructed to inform you of the following:— 


2— That 2 resume of ali the information about yourselves given during twe 





interviews by yourself and Mr. 3 


; together with photecopies of all docuzents, 


correspondence and ether literature issued by your organisation or written by 
knovm 2r.protable essociates of your organisaticn have been passed to the 


Specie] Branch of Scotland Yard. 
prior te 
of the fact at the time. 


This action was decided by us, I shoul 
the first interview with Mr. Wood, and the Special Branch was informed 


add, 


~ That we hope that our time er attention will never again in the future be 
taken up dy considering your organisation or any other matters relating te it. 


As Kir. Gordon Brovai and myself - on the instructions of our colleagues — had the 
ask of interviewing you aud therefore hiding our true feclings in crder to obtain 
such information eas we could from yeu,—we both personally wish te make it abundantly 
clear that we fully and wholeheartedly support the content of this letter. 


Signeds 





problems, most of which, according to a 
hilarious outbrust in the August NF 
Members Bulletin, can be attributed to 
‘Home Secretary William Whitelaw (who) 
is co-ordinating action by various state 
institutions designed to try and crush the 
National Front and ingratiate the 
authorities into the good books of Britain’s 
riot-prone Black community’’. 


Unorthodox methods 


Listing a number of occasions on which he 
and his followers have fallen foul of the 
law, Webster ends up, predictably, tugging 
at the nationalist heartstrings, and 
appealing for hard cash ‘‘in the face of this 
onslaught of State oppression’’. Many 
members, however, seem to be wary of 
pouring good money after bad, and it is 
being asked whether the NF’s curiously high 
level of expenditure is actually being 
covered by current income. Regular fund- 
raising is another problem, with members 
failing to renew subscriptions and local NF 
officials, in Webster’s own words ‘‘very lax 
about organising regular subscription 
collections’’. More unorthodox fundraising 
methods may provoke questions from very 
different quarters in the near future. 

In addition to his pending prosecution 
over the events at a meeting addressed by 
the Home Secretary in February, Webster 
faces another prosecution in Birmingham 
over a demonstration held in Small Heath 
last January, and a libel action from ANL 
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NATIONAL FRONT. 


Press Officer Peter Hain. The response 
from members to appeals for donations in 
the latter case has also fallen well short of 
the target. 

And finally, Webster has now to face a 
concerted effort from supporters of John 
Tyndall’s British National Party to engineer 
a takeover of the Young National Front, 
currently the NF’s only small growth point. 
Discussions are well advanced with leading 
YNF members to arrange a mass defection 
to the Tyndall camp in the near future. 


NEW ORDER PRINTS 
LINCOLN MEMORIAL 


AN interesting tribute found in the 
pages of a recent issue of New 
Order (sic) published by Leeds NF 
“for members only”. 

Lincoln Rockwell, readers will recall, 
was the leader of the American Nazi 
Party, who, in 1963, wrote that “By 
being an OPEN, ARROGANT ALL OUT 
NAZI, not a sneaky nazi — but a nazi — 
with the swastika, stormtroops, and 
open declarations of our intentions to 
gas the Jew-traitors ... | would... 
make an end of the filthy ‘silent 
treatment’, for they could never ignore 
NAZIS with swastika armbands and 
talk of gas chambers...” 

Rockwell was murdered by one of his 
own Nazi Party members. 








BNSM IN SICK ROPE TRICK 





THE SICKEST political campaign for 
some time has been launched by the 
British National and Socialist 
Movement (formerly British 
Movement), who are trying to 
capitalise on the recent murder of 11 
year old Susan Maxwell. 

A leaflet and petition produced by 
BNSM calls loudly for the return of capital 
punishment for child murder, and adopts a 
posture of extreme moral outrage. 

The organisation’s August Organiser’s 
Bulletin, however, strikes a rather different 


McLAUGHLIN 
OVER THE HILL 


THE legal battle between BNSM/BM 
fiihrer Michael McLaughlin and the 
organisation’s former Leicester 
organiser, Ray Hill, is becoming a 
protracted and tedious affair. 

In the latest BNSM Organiser’s Bulletin, 
McLaughlin (who by some accounts is 
leading a rather opulent lifestyle at the 
moment) announced gleefully that Hill’s 
legal aid has been cut off, and that the case 
may now collapse, to Hill’s considerable 
financial embarrassment. 

The case arose when McLaughlin, afraid 
that Hill might pose a challenge to his own 
rather modest leadership talents, expelled 
the Leicester gauleiter from BM. Hill 
responded with a writ alleging that the 
expulsion was unlawful (whereupon 
McLaughlin changed the organisation’s 
name to BNSM) but appeared to lose 
interest as soon as the opportunity arose to 
get cuddly with John Tyndall and the 
British National Party, in which he is nowa 
key figure. 

Hill’s past experience of embezzlement 
and fraud, however, should guarantee that 
any financial difficulties arising from the 
case are shortlived. 









tone: ‘‘Our good organisers and active 
members will never miss a trick in getting 
these petitions filled up . . . This campaign 
can: really take off — if our members and 
especially our organisers give it a good 
send-off’’. 

The Bulletin also announces that BNSM 


members will be attending the rally against 
‘Russian Imperialism’ to be held in London 
on 26 September. It is being organised by 
the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations, an 
affiliate of the World Anti-Communism 
League. BNSM also intends holding a 
march in London on 17 October. 


PETITION FOR THE RESTORATION OF 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


MURDER 


RAY HILL & CO REELING AS WRIT BACKFIRES 


FOR CHILD 


A loose alliance of Right-wing failures led by Ray Hill which sought 
to bankrupt the ‘British Movement’ with a writ citing wrongful expulsion and 
which included a cheeky attempt to have the Movement wound up, has now back- 
fired on them leaving Hill wide open to a counter claim for costs which 


could bankrupt hia. 


The complexities of the case were apparent from the start and expenses 


on Hill's side were exceptionally high as a result. Three separate sets of 
solicitors 'passed the buck' and finally, Hill's legal aid was stopped. We 


MORRISON 
RECRUITS 
HEAVY MOB 


Arch-thug Eddie Morrison, recently 
departed from the British National 
Party is going ahead with plans to set up 
his own Anti-Communism Movement. 

A social evening in Acton in 
September to lay the ground for this new 
venture was attended by about 60 
people, many of them heavily disposed 
towards violence. 

Morrison is also adopting the role of 
the right’s guardian angel, and was 
swearing — and preparing — vengeance 
against anti-fascists involved in a recent 
fracas with a team of NF thugs led by 
Front vice-chairman Ian Anderson. This 
little scheme may now be shelved, 


THIS BNSM newsletter, issued 
to South London members 
recently by ‘Moaning’ Mic 
Salkeld, has clearly upset one of 
al eMexelante-Lol-t-m-1arolile lam col au alias mel 
her to send it on to Searchlight. It 
is not yet known how many 
members have responded 
positively to his resignation 
suggestion. 

More ominously, hit lists appear 
to be back in vogue with this 
particular group of nazis. White 
Resistance, published for South East 
London and Kent members, includes 
the names and addresses of a local 
Socialist Workers Party organiser, 
and a black man recently released 
from prison, as well as details of 
SWP meetings. It also carries an 
explicit threat ice) attack 
Conservative and Labour Party 
meetings, and promises to publish 
details of these in the next issue. 





however, following a serious difference 
of opinion between Morrison and 
Anderson, during which the latter was 
rather roughly handled by the former. 
The argument may have been over 
Morrison’s involvement in the scheme 
(see page 4) to split the Young NF from 
the National Front. 

In recent weeks Morrison has been 
revisiting his old haunts in Leeds trying 
to recruit nazis to hit squads which 
would travel to London to ‘‘sort out’’ 
opponents. 

Employed by the travel firm 
Pickfords, he was, until a couple of 
months ago, employed in their shop on 
Brixton’s ‘‘Front Line’’. Discretion, 
however, turned out to be the better part 
of valour and he was moved to a less 
sensitive posting in West London, where 
he now lives. 


xy 


onalist & Socialist 
Movement 


British Nat! 


FOR RACE AND NATION 
Mic Salkeld 


SOUTHWARK AND BERMONDSEY ORGANISER 
Rowel Road Estate 
Bermondsey, $-E.16. 
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Not so clever Trevor 


Dr Jacob Gewirtz, the Defence 
Director of the Board of Deputies for 
British Jewry, spoke out last month 
against the recent activities of nazi 
hoax letter writers. He charted the 
background of these stunts back to 
1969 when Martin Webster, the 
national activities organiser of the 
National Front, gave the go-ahead to a 
campaign involving the bombarding of 
editors of local papers with letters from 
Fronters hiding behind Jewish or West 
Indian sounding names. One name was 
favoured above all others: 
‘‘Feinstein’’, a name which also litters 
nazi anti-Jewish songs, would turn up, 
sometimes prefixed with the title Rabbi 
or the name Sadie, in papers up and 
down the country, but mainly in 
London’s local press. 

Dr Gewirtz’s statement was prompted by 
a letter from a non-existent ‘‘Rabbi Israel 
Feinstein’’ of Ilford, Essex, published by 
the Daily Telegraph on 18 August. Clearly 
the hoaxers have raised their sights. 

The general idea is to con editors into 
publishing letters that are in fact anti-black 
or anti-Jewish, or to create an impression 
that nazi groups are far stronger than they 
are in reality. In the Jewish Chronicle of 27 
August 1982 reporter Julian Robinson 
listed letters which had appeared in 1976 
and 1977 under the name of Feinstein in 
papers in Brent, Tottenham and Hackney. 







ACCORDING to well-placed 
sources within the Conservative 
Party, concern is again being 
shown over the activities of 
extremists inside the party. 

Following the revelations of right-wing 
entryism into the Federation of 
Conservative Students, Searchlight has 
received a copy of a confidential report 
prepared by the National Vice-chairman of 
the Young Conservatives, Philip Pedley. 
This report confirms suspicions of neo-nazi 
infiltration into the YCs and conspiratorial 
activity by right-wing extremists in the 
party. 

In a copy of correspondence 
accompanying the report, Pedley asserts 
’ that: 

—a racist was present on the Greater 

London YC (GLYC) executive; 

—a National Front member had been 
active in the GLYCs; 

— branches of the GLYCs had invited 

fascist groups to address them. 


He also complained that the racist executive 





The topics covered included opposition to 
the opening of a Jewish school, and attacks 
on anti-fascists and Webster’s nazi rivals, 
whilst others exonerated Hitler and his 
Reich of war crimes. 

But Dr Gewirtz failed to go back far 
enough. Searchlight recalls the campaign 
waged by Edward ‘‘Teddy’’ Ponsonby of 
the original British National Party and the 
Northern League during the Leyton by- 
election of 1964. 

The election campaign was one of the 
most violent and racist ever to take place in 
this country. Night after night nazis were 
out trying to break up meetings, daubing 
slogans and attacking Labour canvassers. 
A member of Colin Jordan’s National 
Socialist Movement, Hugh Hughes, a 
Welsh Guardsman who was later to be sent 
to prison for arson, threw a home made 
bomb onto the platform at a Labour 
election rally at Leyton Baths. Jordan was 
pulled out of the hall by police after an 
outraged audience had given him a beating. 

Whilst all this heavy physical action was 
taking place Ponsonby sat back and wrote a 
series of letters. The first to appear set up 
the hoax and by the final one he had conned 
the local paper into publishing an 
authoritative letter declaring that the nazi 
movement in Britain had tens of thousands 
of secret members. 

In more recent years another former 
prominent member of the National Front 
and later treasurer of the breakaway 


Constitutional Movement, bank manager 


member had wanted to organise an ‘anti- 
semitic campaign’. The report has 
apparently aroused much hostility from 
other executive members. 

The document is well-researched and 
comprehensive, drawing on fascist journals 
such as League Review (published by the 
League of St. George), as well as YC 
publications, and even Searchlight. It 
begins by briefly describing a number of 
nazi organisations. 

The report then reveals that following an 
article in the Daily Telegraph in May 1981, 
GLYCs took steps against NF members in 
their branches. This included the expulsion 
of NF members from YC branches in 
Ickenham/Uxbridge and Ruislip, and the 
monitoring of suspected NF members in 
other branches. 

At the time there was thought to be no 
nazi problem in the Ealing branch, but the 
latest report contradicts this, and reveals 
that at least one prominent member of the 
branch, Martyn Taylor, was simultaneously 
a member of both the NF and the League of 
St. George, to whose magazine, League 








Malcolm Smith. 


Trevor Malcolm Smith, was busy 
organising the writing of ‘Feinstein’ style 
letters. Whilst standing as a Parliamentary 
candidate on behalf of the NF he found 
time to go out smashing windows; and later 
when he tried to extend his hoax activities 
into the area of election leaflets in 1981 he 
and another nazi were caught and convicted 
(see Searchlight No.69). He was fined £100. 

Smith, a deputy manager for the Midland 
Bank, was at the time of some of these 
offences working in the Golders Green 
branch in north London. While there he 
used to tell his nazi pals that he found it a 
job to keep a straight face when dealing 
with one customer in particular, Jewish 
historian and writer Chaim Bermant. 

He was later promoted and moved on to 
the Midland branch in Wembley. Both 
areas have large Jewish and Asian 
communities. If Jewish people in Wembley 
are hoping to hear from their listening bank 
any message is more likely to turn up in 
their local papers under the name of 
Feinstein. 





Review he contributed a number of articles. 

The report contains a copy of Dread- 
nought, published by the Uxbridge division 
of the YCs, which contains an article by 
Taylor on ‘Middlesex culture’ — 
concentrating, naturally, on its pagan 
origins, and suggesting the inauguration of 
a Middlesex youth group to teach young 
people Odinism. 

Another article by Taylor, in the same 
issue, summarises the activities of the major 
British extremist groups in a complimentary 
way. The next page describes a meeting of 
the Uxbridge division of the YCs at which 
Jeffrey Hamm, secretary of Union 
Movement (the twitching corpse of Oswald 
Mosley’s British Union of Fascists) was the 
speaker. Next there is an advertisement for 
books by mail order from Forest House, 
Liss Forest, Hants., which is the address of 
the racist and anti-semitic magazine 
Candour, and the headquarters of the 
extremist group British Resistance. Another 
article in Dreadnought describes a visit by 
Keith Thompson of the League of St. 
George to a YC meeting. 





Peterhouse Blue 
A grubby little pamphlet, entitled 7he 


Old People of Lambeth, 
circulated in Brixton. 
follows: 

“In this pamphlet, the elderly, white 
people of Lambeth have been invited to 
speak for themselves. Their 
preoccupation is not with the virtues of 
a multi-racial society or with doctrines 
of racial superiority but simply with 
crime, the growing incidence of which 
is transforming their daily lives”. 

Based, it appears, on only three 
interviews with “the elderly, white 
people of Lambeth”, the pamphlet 
continues in predictable vein. The 
following is a typical passage: 

“The great problem for the old 
English people of Lambeth lies with the 
West Indians, partly because of their 
large numbers which are growing 
faster than the whites. They feel that 
West Indians are not very admirable 
and are displacing their own way of 
life. They regard them as_ unfairly 
favoured by authorities and politicians 
who do not understand the real 
problems _ involved Difficulties 
include relative standards of hygiene, 
appearance and diet. Blacks are 
criticised for sitting around all day on 
street corners (‘some of them don’t 
want to work’), spitting, and playing 
intolerably loud music, sometimes 
right through the night. Their manner 
of speech also puts old people off, ‘I 
wouldn't care so much if | could 
understand them’. 

“One of the deepest feelings, which 
emerges more gradually in the course 
of conversation, is that white English 
life has a richness and civilisation 
which West Indian life lacks.” 

And so on (later it is stated as an 
obvious fact that West Indians are 
“more primitive” than whites). But 
what is interesting about this pamphlet 
is that it was produced, not by a well- 
known fascist and/or racist 
organisation, but by the “Salisbury 
Group”, an assemblage. of 
Conservative intellectuals surrounding 
Peterhouse College, Cambridge, 
founded in 1977 in memory of the 3rd 
Marquis of Salisbury, the 19th Century 
Conservative Prime Minister who 
resigned from Disraeli’s Government in 
protest against universal male 
suffrage. 

The Old People of Lambeth is in fact the 
ninth of a series of pamphlets produced 
by the group, whose first publishing 
venture was a glossy blue hardback 
book, titled Conservative Essays, chock 
full of profound intellectual 
pronouncements from such 


is being 
It begins as 


Conservative luminaries as Maurice 
Cowling, T.E. Utley, Roger Scruton, Dr 
Edward Norman and Peregrine 
Worsthorne. 


* * * 


Sales talk continued 


Following our note last month that the 
Hancocks’ noxious Holocaust News was 
proving highly tricky to shift, we were 
surprised to note, in the July issue of 
Sussex Front, that copies were being 
offered to unsuspecting south coast 
Nazis at 30p each, precisely double the 
cover price. Could it be that the journal 


was doing so well that it had become a _ 


rare collector’s item, subject to a 100 
per cent premium? 

Well, no, actually. The August 
National Front News, which carries a 
bulk rate ad for Ho/ocaust News, is, we 
suspect, being rather more realistic in 
offering large numbers at a rate of 6p a 
go. And as the top bulk rate is for a 
thousand copies, it’s our suspicion that 
the Hancocks’ nasty little publishing 
venture is indeed the catastrope that 
we announced it to be. 


* = * * 


Revisionist News 


The alarming news, recently reported 
in New Society, that 14.2 per cent of 
Birmingham teenagers support the 
National Front and the British 
Movement, should, one would have 
thought, have temporarily brought the 
warring fascist groups together, in the 
spirit of Nationalist Unity, to celebrate 
their joint achievement. Gone, for a 
moment, would be the stern rivalries; 
the knives would have temporarily 
returned to their sheathes. 

Well, both the NF and the BM (or the 
“British Nationalist and Socialist 
Movement” as we must now call it) are 
tickled pink with the news, but their 
reporting of it is strangely selective. 
Take, first of all, the BM’s report 
(Phoenix, No.11): 

“A recent report reveals that the 
British Movement has made ‘striking 
advances’ in winning support and that 
an opinion poll showed that support for 
the Movement (14.2 per cent) almost 
equalled support for the Tory Party 
(16.7 per cent)”. 

And now, Sussex Front: 

“An opinion poll in New Society of 20 
May publishes the results of a three 
years survey they have been 
conducting of teenagers in the 
Birmingham area. In this poll the share 
of the vote for the National Front has 
more than doubled and now stands at 
14.2 per cent”. 

How churlish, one might think, of the 
NF and the BM to exclude each other 
from their reporting of their growing, 
joint support. But it is less of a shock 
that, having decided to bend the facts, 
the NF should support their report by 
reprinting the actual New Society chart, 


with the words “British Movement” 
neatly tippexed out, to give the 
impression that the 14.2 per cent figure 
applies to them alone. After all, the NF 
are self-proclaimed experts in the 
revising of history. 


‘Irving shrunk 


Selections, now, from the wit and 
wisdom of Britische Historiker David 
Irving, as revealed in his conversation 
with psychiatrist Anthony Clare on 
Radio Four on 8 August: 

“I'm a public figure, to a certain 
extent. | live by my credibility. 

“| greatly enjoy the company of 


intelligent, bright and above all 
beautiful women. If a woman isn’t 
conventionally beautiful, then it’s 


unlikely that I’m going to find out if 
she’s got brains or not because I’m not 
going to ask. If she hasn’t got brains 
then | would not go out of my way to 
share her company and | would divest 
myself of her company as soon as 
possible. 

“| think if | was a woman | would be 
deeply indignant about sex ... The 


_idea to me that women can enjoy this 


act is rather ludicrous. 

“You've got to realise that | don’t 
tend to classify people in ethnic or 
racial or national characters. . . | think 
this a very elementary error that people 
of a lower order would fall into, | 
certainly don’t fall into it. 

“The Jews in this country create big 
problems for themselves by identifing 
people they dislike for some reason or 
another as an anti-semite, because this 
instantly provokes in that person a 
reaction. I’m fighting down that 
reaction all day long. 

“The ordinary Jews are enraged at 
me... because I’ve detracted from the 
romance of the notion of the 
Holocaust, that six million people were 
killed by one man. 

“| don’t think there’s any one 
particular political adjective that | 
suppose would describe the way | feel; 
I'm a very patriotic, dedicated, clear 
thinking person, and I've tried very 
hard to keep myself ready for this 
moment.” 

(Clare: “‘You make it sound as if 
there's a moment of destiny 
approaching?”’) 

“Oh, yes. Oh, yes . . . Somebody has 
to do it. Somebody has to be the 
person who takes the decisions, and | 
think the important thing is that that 
person should be a person whom the 
rest of the people can trust. And | think 
that if I've been doing anything for the 
last 20 or 30 years it’s been trying to 
establish that people can’t frighten me 
into adopting views which aren’t right 
. .. L have 40 years, | think, in which to 
do it. 

“| have always had these ambitions, 
and | think getting married was an 
unnecesary deviation.” 


OUT ON 
THE STREETS 





Nazis out in Fulham. . . 


THE National Front, banned from 
holding a march to protest against the 
Notting Hill Carnival during the 
August Bank Holiday, instead held a 
Sunday rally at Fulham Broadway in 
West London. 

About 150 nazis turned out to hear 
speeches from Martin Webster, Joe Pearce 
and NF vice-chairman Ian Anderson. Many 
of those present were young skinheads. 


East London 


On the same day, about 800 anti-fascists 
marched in East London to protest at the 
presence in Brick Lane market of a 





NICE to know that the recent 
Conservative Party inquiry into the 
affairs of the Federation of 
Conservative Students hasn’t cooled 
the ardour of some of FCS’s more 
strident members. 

From Lanchester Poly, in Coventry, 
we have been sent an FCS leaflet quite 
as colourful as anything produced by 
former FCS chairman Peter Young and 
his colleagues. “If you have come to 
Lanchester”, it says, “‘with the 
impression of demonstrations, 
occupations, the blood-curdling 
screams of hysterical lesbian viragoes 
and the stamping of jack-booted 
socialist revolutionaries, then you've 
got it just about right”. It goes on to 
declaim against ‘‘Red Fascism”, 
“extremist misfits” and ‘‘petty-minded 
socialist totalitarianism’’ on the 
campus. Needless to say, the remedy is 


SEEING RED... 





and Brick Lane 


National Front stall selling racist literature, 
including revisionist material denying the 
holocaust. 

The march was jointly sponsored by the 
Tower Hamlets Association for Racial 
Justice and Tower Hamlets Trades Council, 
who are calling for a prosecution under the 
Race Relations Act. Tower Hamlets 
Council, answering demands that the stall’s 
licence should be revoked, has insisted that 
it has no legal power to withdraw the 
licence unless it can be shown that the stall- 
holder is ‘‘unsuitable’’. 

The march went from Club Row to St 
Mary’s churchyard in Aldgate, where Altab 
Ali, a 25 year old Asian was murdered in 
1978. 


at hand: “There is a group dedicated to 
the cause of maintaining freedom, 
enterprise and individual liberty”, and, 
equally needless to say, that group is 
the Federation of Conservative 
Students. 

All of this must come as something 
of a surprise to those Conservative 
Party luminaries who sat on the 
committee of inquiry into FCS affairs, 
and found evidence of financial 
irregularities and electoral malpractice. 


Right Turner 


Bolton’s NF organiser, John Hamilton, 
has defected to the Tory Party. He says 
he still has the same views as when he 
was in the Front, “and there are a lot of 
Conservatives who are the same”. 
Well,, we had suggested as much 
ourselves from time to time... 


In and Out 
of the Courts 


TWO members of the National 
Front from North London were 
convicted of actual bodily harm at 
Knightsbridge Crown Court in 
August, in a case arising from an 
organised attack on Anti-Nazi 
League leafletters at Islington’s 
Chapel Market in July 1981. 

The two convicted were James Fields 
and Robert Brown. Both had been part 
of a gang of nazis, made up of NF and 
New NF members, who had attempted 
to remove physically ANIL members 
from a corner of the market which the 
NF wanted to establish as a sales pitch 
for their literature. Both Fields and 
Brown were arrested during the attack. 

The trial was a farce in many ways. Sir 
Harold Cassell, the judge, could have 
walked straight out of a Joyce Grenfell 
script, and would have been amusing if 
the situation hadn’t been so serious. At 
various points in the proceedings he 
went off on lengthy digressions about 
the western nuclear deterrent, 
policemen’s notebooks, and why ladies 
should never be called elderly ‘‘because 
they’re all young, aren’t they’’. While he 
allowed the defence to ask questions 
about the political affiliations of ANL 
witnesses, he stopped the prosecution 
from asking Field how long he had been 
a ‘supporter’ of the NF, saying he would 
not have politics brought into the trial. 


Fascist pedigree 

Field comes from a family with a fascist 
pedigree going back to the days of 
Oswald Mosley, but he denied being a 
member of the NF, claiming that he was 
only a supporter. Brown, who lives in 
the same flat as Islington NF chairman 
Alan Butler, told the court that he was 
only at Chapel Market to do_ his 
shopping. Brown comes from Northern 
Ireland, and has been seen wearing a 
UVF badge. 

When the guilty verdicts were 
announced, the previous histories of 
both nazis were read out. Field, who is 
only 22 years old, has an impressive list 
of convictions for burglary, criminal 
damage, threatening behaviour and an 
assault on a police officer for which he is 
still waiting to be sentenced. He has been 
to borstal, a detention centre, prison, 
and done community service. He spent 
42 days prior to the trial in Brixton 
prison for jumping bail. In his wisdom, 
the judge gave him one month's 
imprisonment for actual bodily harm, 
and 14 days for breaking bail. Having 
spent 42 days in Brixton, he walked free 
from the court. Brown, with no previous 
convictions, got two weeks for actual 
bodily harm, 





NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ SHEFFIELD ASIANS MARCH 
AGAINST VIOLENCE AND 
INDIFFERENCE 


Over 300 people marched through the 
centre of Sheffield on 14 August, to protest 
against the rising level of racially motivated 
attacks in the city, and the apparent lack of 
concern being shown by local people. 

The march, organised by the Asian 
Youth Council, was in support of demands 
for a public enquiry into police behaviour, 
recognition of the right of immigrant 
communities to organise their own defence, 
and for training of police officers in 
minority cultures. 

The organisers published a leaflet listing 
23 separate attacks on Asians leaving 
mosques after prayers. Taxi-drivers and 
workers returning home have also been 
assaulted. 


e@ BRUSH WITH THE LAW 


A 17 year old National Front supporter 
painted swastikas on the house of a 62 year 
old neighbour because she had complained 
about him firing his airgun into her garden. 
Nigel Findley, of Wolverhampton, was 
sent to an attendance centre for 24 hours 
after admitting causing criminal damage. 


@ARSON ATTACKS AGAINST 
ASIANS 


A man was jailed for five years in 
Birmingham for a series of arson attacks. 
He also smashed plate glass windows at 
shops owned by Asians. 

Kevin Harrison (19), a scaffolder, of 
Erdington, Birmingham, had set fire to 
empty houses, because, he said, he did not 
want Asians to set up businesses in the 
buildings. He pleaded guilty to two charges 
of arson and two of criminal damage, and 
asked for ten further charges of arson to be 
taken into consideration. 

Judge Hilary Gosling said that she had 
considered passing a life sentence. She told 
Harrison: ‘‘You are a dangerous man’’. 


@ KNIFE MAN PAINTED SWASTIKAS 


A man from Oldbury, West Midlands, 
carried a sheath knife when he went 
painting swastikas on Asian premises. 

Robert Warr (26), unemployed, from 
Greenwood Avenue, Oldbury, was spotted 
by a police officer, after a black cross had 
been painted on Patel’s newsagents. 

Warr admitted painting swastikas on 
several walls in the Oldbury area over recent 
weeks. He claimed he had the knife to 
‘protect himself against gangs’’. He was 
fined £50 for damaging property, and £25 
for having an offensive weapon. (Sandwell 
Mail 11.8.82.) 


@ NF PETITION EXPLOITS EEC 
LOOPHOLE 


A West Midlands National Front candidate 
has successfully exploited a loophole in the 
procedures of the European Parliament to 
have a racist petition translated into several 
languages and distributed free to hundreds 
of politicians, political institutions and 
journalists. 

The petition was prepared by West 
Bromwich NF member Chris Allsopp, and 
protests against the Scarman Report into 
last year’s Brixton disturbances. Its 
translation, and distribution to the full 
European Assembly mailing list will cost 
thousands of pounds, and has prompted 
Euro-MP Alf Lomas to demand that the 
rules should be tightened to prevent similar 
propaganda coups by nazi groups in the 
future. 


@ INCITEMENT COMPLAINT OVER 
CANDOUR 


The Board of Deputies of British Jews has 
asked the Attorney General to prosecute the 
right-wing journal Candour for incitement 
to racial hatred. 

The Board has complained about an 
article in a recent issue entitled ‘Poor 
Perfidious Jews’ written by ageing right- 
winger Rosine de Bouneville, who has also 
been involved in the ill-fated racist group 
British Resistance, set up four years ago. 

Candour was established in 1953 by A.K. 
Chesterton, who later became the first 
chairman of the National Front. 

A lifelong anti-semite, he edited the 
newspaper of Oswald Mosley’s British 
Union of Fascists before the war. 


@ BNP ORGANISER EXPELLED 


The British National Party’s organiser in 
Plymouth has been expelled from the party 
following his conviction for shoplifting. 

Derek Merry, formerly of the National 
Front has, in recent months, been convicted 
of two charges under the Race Relations 
Act, in addition to his recent successful 
prosecution for shoplifting and 
fraudulently using a half-fare student travel 
card (see last issue). 

He told reporters that his expulsion from 
John Tyndall’s BNP following a 
disciplinary tribunal ‘‘was worse than the 
sentence of the court’. 


@ POISON PEN LETTERS FOR 
HEALTH WORKER 


A Health Service striker has become the 
target for racist poison pen letters in 
Cambridge. 

Haddu Mohamed, a Moroccan who has 
lived in Cambridge for 13 years, is 
chairman of the local union co-ordinating 
committee and a member of COHSE. 

Since his election as committee chairman 
in May he has received a stream of 
anonymous poison pen letters. One, 
received in August said, ‘‘If you and the 
rest of you black bastards don’t get out of 
this country very soon, we the English will 
stick your black arse in the ovens like Hitler 
and the Jews...’’ (Cambridge Evening 
News 25.8.82.) 


@ COUNCILLOR FINED AFTER 
OPPOSING NF RALLY 


A councillor from Bradford was fined £10 
for obstruction in August. Barry Turner 
(Labour), had been involved in a counter 
demonstration to a National Front rally in 
June. 

In court, Councillor Turner said that the 
counter demonstration was already 
dispersing when the incident occurred. He 
said he saw a police sergeant push one of his 
group, and protested. He told the police 
officer he was a Labour Councillor, and 
was then arrested. 

Mathew Kirkpatrick (22), 
denied obstruction, was also 
(Yorkshire Post 10.8.82, 
Telegraph and Argus 10.8.82.) 


who also 
fined £10. 
Bradford 


@ HARLOW — THUGGERY BEFORE 
NF MARCH 


The National Front held a march around 
Harlow Town Centre on 14 August. A week 
earlier, four anti-fascists had been beaten 
up. 

The 60 NF supporters, mostly from 
outside Harlow, held a rally at the railway 
station. The local council refused 
permission for them to use Council 
property. There was a massive police 
presence. 

The NF rally was addressed by Martin 
Webster on the theme of ‘‘repatriation and 
unemployment’’. Webster claimed that a 
Harlow NF branch was going to be formed. 

A week earlier, six fascists beat up two 
female and one male Anti-Nazi League 
members. A Harlow Trades Council 
member was also knocked and kicked. 

The NF march was opposed by up to 100 
counter demonstrators from Harlow ANL, 
Trades Council, and Labour Party. Youth 
from the local Unemployed Centre also 
joined the counter demonstrators. 


@ NF SUPPORTERS PUT BOOT IN 


Two National Front supporters were gaoled 
for two years in Cambridge after a vicious 
attack on a customer outside a pub. 

Kevin Driver and Ronald Gorman 
attacked Harry Ward after he had made a 
comment about a swastika badge being 
worn by Driver. Gorman then said, ‘‘I 
understand you don’t like the National 
Front’’, and challenged him to a fight. 

Outside the pub, Ward was attacked 
from behind, thrown to the ground and 
kicked repeatedly in the head. ‘‘Serious 
violence of this kind must be met by serious 
punishment’’, the judge said. 


@ NF DIEHARD QUITS 


A leading National Front member in the 
West Midlands has resigned from the party. 

Eric Shaw, a 60 year old building 
contractor from Wolverhampton, who has 
been an NF election candidate on several 
occasions, has decided that his election 
prospects will be enhanced if he joins a 


mainstream party or runs as an 
independent. 
Shaw, who has been the NF’s 


Wolverhampton organiser for the last five 
years and a member for eight, says that he 
has no disagreements with the party. 











10 


P2 lodge accused 
in Bologne massacre 


investigation 


THE MASSACRE at Bologna 
railway station in 1980 when 85 
people were killed by a fascist 
bomb, may have been instigated 
by leaders of the secret masonic 
lodge P2, according to the 
testimony of a ‘supergrass’ 
currently in a Swiss prison. 

The informer is Elio Ciolini, a 
former financier active in Italy and 
South America, who is serving a life 
sentence in Lausanne after dubious 
financial dealings led to his 
bankruptcy. While in gaol he asked 
to speak to the Swiss intelligence 
services, and told them a 
remarkable tale of his involvement 
with P2. 


Masonic lodge 


According to Ciolini, the attack was 
carried out after a decision by P2 leaders 
in 1979 that a coup d’etat in Italy was 
necessary. P2 was a highly secret 
masonic lodge, whose members included 
leading politicians, military and security 
personnel, bankers and industrialists, 
and important figures in the media. It 
was run by ‘Grand Master’ Licio Gelli, 
recently arrested in Switzerland. The 
lodge, since banned by the Italian 
government, is still the subject of a 
parliamentary enquiry, and many of its 
former members have been forced to 
leave their jobs. 


Destabilisation 


Ciolini claims that members of a P2 
lodge established in Monte Carlo in 
1979, including bankers and fascists, 
plotted to undermine Italian democracy, 
through a campaign of destabilisation. 
Their intentions were given added 
impetus by the fear that two major 
financial investigations in Florence and 
Bologna threatened to reveal the 
existence of P2 itself. A meeting in 
Monte Carlo on 11 April 1980 is 
supposed to have been attended by Gelli, 
and the most notorious of Italy’s nazi 
gunmen, Stefano delle Chiaie. Ciolini 
claims that Gelli had taken overall 
responsibility for the destabilisation 
campaign, and had recruited delle 
Chiaie to make the necessary 
arrangements. (Delle Chiaie is no 
stranger to attempted coups: in 1970 he 


was a key figure in the failed putsch by 
‘Black Prince’ Valerio Borghese, and led 
the armed occupation of the Interior 
Ministry.) 


Planned bombing 


In turn, delle Chiaie involved some of 
his old fascist associates, including 
Maurizio Giorgi (a long-standing 
contact of the Italian secret services), 
Alfredo Graniti and Pierluigi Pagliai. It 
was this group, according to Ciolini, 
which planned the bombing of the 
railway station. 

It has to be said that Ciolini’s 
allegations have yet to be substantiated. 
The Bologna magistrates, however, have 
interviewed him in his gaol cell in 
Lausanne, and appear to be convinced 
that there is some substance to his 
claims. 

On September 14 they issued warrents 
for the arrest of Delle Chiaie, Graniti, 
Giorgi and Pagliai, as well as a 
Frenchman, Olivier Danet and a 
German, Joachim Fiebelcorm. 
Fiebelcorm gave himself up to police in 
West Germany the following day. Licio 
Gelli was arrested in Switzerland a day 
later, when he tried to empty bank 
accounts linked to the Banco 
Ambrosiano fraud.» 


Stefano delle Chialie — Grand 
Master of Terror. 








Licio Gelli — Grand Master of P.2 





THE P2 lodge, discovery of which led 
to a major political scandal in Italy in 
1981, has also turned out to be a 
crucial element in the recent collapse of 
the Banco Ambrosiano, and the 
mysterious death of its founder 
Roberto Calvi, found hanging beneath 
Blackfriars Bridge in London in July. 

Calvi himself was a member of P2, and 
his name was found on a list of its members 
when police raided Licio Gelli’s villa in 1981 
during an investigation into the dubious 
affairs of financier Michele Sindona. 
Sindona, also in P2, was known as ‘God’s 
banker’ because of his close involvement in 
the affairs of the Vatican Bank. He is 
currently serving a 25 year sentence in the 
United States for illegal currency dealings, 
and is reported to have commented recently 
that Calvi died ‘‘because he betrayed his 
friends’’. In 1981, Calvi too was convicted 
for illegally exporting currency, and at the 
time of his death was appealing against a 
four year gaol sentence. 





The Banco Ambrosiano affair blew up 
when auditors discovered a $1.4 billion 
shortfall in the bank’s holdings. It appears 
that the funds were channelled as loans 
through Ambrosiano subsidiaries in South 
America, to ghost companies which used 
them, in turn, to buy Ambrosiano shares. 

According to Sindona, these funds were 
used in complex frauds to provide finance 
for right-wing regimes and parties in South 
America, in a scheme hatched by himself, 
Gelli and Calvi. 

Faced with the collapse of his financial 
empire, Calvi left Italy on a forged 
passport, travelling via Austria to London. 
A few days later his body, weighted with 
bricks, was found hanging beneath 
Blackfriars Bridge. His flight to London 
had been assisted by Flavio Carboni, who 
travelled with him to London. Carboni 
claimed later that he met Calvi for the first 
time in August 1981, and that he had an 
interest in helping him because Calvi owed 
him money. It later transpired, however, 
that Calvi had salted away millions of 
dollars in a number of Swiss bank accounts, 
some of which were in Carboni’s name. 
Like Calvi, Carboni was a member of P2. 


P2 meeting 


After accompanying Calvi to London, 
where he was helped by an English free- 
mason, William Morrison, Carboni fled by 
private jet to Switzerland, where he was 
arrested. Investigators now suspect that 
Switzerland was to have been the venue of a 
top-level P2 meeting, involving Carboni, 
Licio Gelli and another lodge member 
called Ortolani, to attempt to sort out the 
Ambrosiano mess. 

The reasons for Calvi’s trip to London 
are still unclear but it has recently been 
suggested that he was trying to sell off the 
Ambrosiano shares which were held by his 
ghost companies. One of the possible 
clients being discussed is the right-wing 
Catholic organisation Opus Dei. 

Like Sindona, Calvi had a close 
association with Vatican finances, and 
indeed, the head of the Vatican Bank, 
American archbishop Paul Marcinkus, also 
sat on the board of an Ambrosiano 
subsidiary based in Nassau in the Bahamas. 
It is now widely believed that the Vatican 
Bank abetted the Ambrosiano fraud by 
issuing ‘letters of patronage’ for the 
Panamanian ghost companies, certifying 
that they were controlled by the Vatican 
Bank. At the same time, Calvi gave 
Marcinkus secret letters absolving the 
Vatican Bank from any responsibility for 
the deal. Thus the ‘letters of patronage’, 
used to reassure lenders, were rendered 
legally worthless. 

The extent of the Vatican’s involvement 
has yet to be fully explained, but curiously, 
in the wake of Calvi’s death, Opus Dei, the 
semi-secret society till now frowned upon 
by the Church hierarchy, and rumoured to 
have been on Calvi’s list of possible buyers, 
has been elevated within the church by a 
recent order. from the Pope. In future, the 
society will have its own prelate (reported to 
be its current leader), and will no longer be 
subject to the control of local bishops. 
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i 
Dead banker Robert Calvi. 


The full circumstances of Calvi’s death, 
however, remain unclear, and little was 
done to dispel the mystery surrounding it by 
the coroner’s suicide verdict. Interestingly, 
the police officer heading the investigation 
into his death, Commander Hugh Moore, 
of the City police, was named in evidence 
during a recent police corruption trial, in 
relation to allegations that senior police 
officers had received a take from the 
proceeds of armed robberies. One of the 
officers convicted in the case, Detective 
Chief Inspector Philip Cuthbert, who has 
named him in taped conversations with 
investigating officers, is himself a 
freemason and a member of the Waterloo 
Lodge. Commander Moore, who later 
denied the allegations made against him, is 
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Calvi’s helper Flavio Carboni. 


also a freemason. 

Another curious feature of the case is 
that Calvi was found hanging from 
Blackfriars Bridge. It is known that P2 
members, at lodge meetings, dressed in 
black and addressed each other as ‘friar’. 

It may be, however, that all the mist 
surrounding Italy’s secret P2 ‘government’, 
and its involvement in destabilisation and 
terror, is about to clear. Sindona has 
recently been more forthcoming, from his 
New York gaol cell, in talking about the 
uses to which Ambrosiano funds were put, 
and Licio Gelli, the ‘grand master’ of the 
whole enterprise, now faces extradiction 
from Switzerland. Such developments may 
at last give Italian investigators the 
openings they have been waiting for. 
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The French government last month 
introduced crisis measures to combat 
the wave of terrorist acts against Jews 
in France. The latest attacks reached 
the world’s headlines along with events 
in Beirut, and the French government, 
caught in full international view, 
responded quickly by appointing a new 
secretary of state for security and a 
new chief for the heavily reinforced 
security police; by reinforcing the 
Paris, border and air police; and by 
centralising and computerising police 
files. Most of these measures however 
were already in the pipeline, a reminder 
that this particular series of attacks 
began before the Israeli invasion of the 
Lebanon and cannot be regarded only 
as a consequence of the French 
government’s support of the 
Palestinians, as the Israeli government 
claims. 

The bloodiest attack in a series which 
goes back to March 1979 was that on the 
Goldenberg restaurant in Rue des Rosiers in 
Paris. On 9 August this year terrorists 
machine gunned the restaurant, killing six 
people and injuring 22 others — the most 
brutal anti-semitic attack in France since 
the Second World War. 

A gun which the police presume was used 
in the attack was a Polish-made PM WZ 63 
— the model also used in the attempted 
assassination of the Israeli ambassador in 
London this June and in the attack on a 
Vienna synagogue in August 1981. 

The number of victims, dead and 
injured, of anti-semitic attacks over the 
past three years now total over 100. 
Beginning in March 1979: 30 people were 
injured by a bomb placed in a university 
restaurant frequented by Jewish students, 
in Rue des Medicis, Paris. Two commandos 
opened fire on a group of French Jewish 
children on holiday in Antwerp in July 1980 
killing one and injuring seven others. On 3 
October 1980 four people were killed and 
nine injured in a bomb explosion at a 
synagogue in the Rue Copernic in Paris. In 
September of the same year the ‘Faisceaux 
Nationalistes Europeenes’ claimed 
responsibility for four attacks; one on a 
synagogue, one on a creche, on the 
memorial of the Jewish martyrs and on a 
Jewish school; all in Paris. 

Indeed, responsibility for several of the 
attacks has been claimed. The Rue des 
Medicis attack was claimed by a group 
calling itself ‘the autonomous collective 
against the Israeli peace treaty’. The 
assassination of an Israeli diplomat, Jacob 
Barsimentov, earlier this year in Paris was 
claimed by both the Lebanese Armed 
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Wave of attacks against 
French Jews 


Revolutionary Faction and the Arab 

Revolutionary Brigades Movement. 
Although the influence of the tension in 

the Middle East is apparent, the logic of 








Grief in the streets after the Goldenberg attack. 


events is confused. The only arrest so far 
made is that of 25 year old Nasser Al Said, 
from Damasus after the attack on the 
French Jewish school children in Antwerp. 





Police do not know who Said was working 
for or with, but he has been linked with 
Abu Nidal and his hard line anti-Arafat 
Palestinian group. 

The Goldenberg attack was fervently 
condemned by the PLO and disclaimed by 
Action Directe. Since Goldenburg there 
have been other attacks. Only two days 
later a bomb exploded outside the Israeli 
Citrus Marketing Board and Jewish 
commercial buildings in Rue de la Baumel 
in Paris, seriously injuring a woman passer- 
by. Two days after that the Beth Roch 
Pinah Jewish religious centre in the 11th 
district of Paris was set alight. 


Responsibility 


There is no pattern of events to link 
together all the attacks on French Jews in 
the past three years. The extreme right are 
undoubtedly involved through the FNE in 
some of the atrocities. The extent of its 
involvement is conjectural, but there can be 
no doubt that the events have been received 
enthusiastically. On 11 August, four days 
after the Goldenberg killings, a number of 
leaflets praising the killings, describing 
them as ‘‘courageous’’ and condemning 
“Jewish parties, communists, socialists, 
neo-liberals’’ and calling for people to 
“vote right, vote nationalist, vote 
European’’, were distributed in the streets 
of Amsterdam. 

One of the first measures the 
Government took after the Goldenberg 
attack was to ban Action Directe. An ultra 
left para-military group founded in 1979 
and centred on Jean Marc Rouillant, the 
group is said to be responsible for attacks in 
1979 and 1980. Contradictory claims on 
behalf of Action Directe suggest the group 
began to splinter in 1980. 

Action Directe are said to have strong 
links with the Lebanese Armed 
Revolutionary Faction, and its members are 
well known to the French police, who 
indicated to the French daily, Le Matin, 
that on a number of occasions they have 
had well supported charges prepared 
against Action Directe only to be ordered to 
release them before charges could be 
pressed. Doubly puzzling is their claim that 
they were sometimes ordered to bring AD 
members in for questioning, as in the case 
of the Rue des Rosiers, when they were 
quite certain Action Directe were not 
involved. 

Abu Nidal began operations in 1974 after 
the PLO made a decision to suspend 
terrorist activities which were not directed 
against Israel. His group stated its main aim 
was to defeat the ‘capitulationist’ line of 
Arafat. After Arafat’s address to the UN in 
1974 Abu Nidal attempted to embarrass 
Arafat by hi-jacking a British plane. A 
court set up by Arafat sentenced him to 
death. In 1978 his group claimed 
responsibility for the assassination of three 
PLO leaders. Two other assassination 
incidents followed in 1980 and 1981. 

Unlike other PLO splinter groups, Abu 
Nidal’s is not opposed to killing Jews. The 
group claimed responsibility for the Vienna 
synagogue attack and have been linked with 
the attack on French children in Antwerp. 

Police are speculating on the possibility 


that Abu Nidal joined forces with one of 
the many splinter groups from Action 
Directe to carry out the attack on the 
Goldenberg restaurant. 

An Italian judge involved in proceedings 
against the Red Brigades commented that 
Paris had become ‘‘remarkably well 
organised base for terrorists’’. Criticism has 
also been severe because the French police 
have been remarkably unsuccessful in 
solving the crimes. The measures 
announced are designed to restrict the right 
of refuge in France. The border police in 
addition to having extra staff have been 
instructed to be more diligent at visa and 





A wounded victim of the Goldenberg attack. 


| 
lf 


passport checks — diplomatic bags will 
from now on be subject to examination. 
The measures are in fact a response to a 
variety of international terrorist offences in 
addition to those on the Jewish community. 
Many police officers have voiced 
dissatisfaction because they see such 
measures as simply more of what they had 
before and what they had before was 
unproductive. They are also, and this is 
most important when considering how 
effective they might be, measures which 
take for granted that the problem is one 
which originates outside France and can 
somehow be stopped from entering. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 


ITALY 


Nazi execution in prison 





A FASCIST killer in a maximum security 
gaol has admitted murdering another fascist 
prisoner whom he accused of giving 





Pierluigi Concubelli. 
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information to police interrogators. 

The murder occurred on 11 August, 
when Pierluigi Concutelli garrotted 
Carmine Palladino with a nylon cord at 
Novara prison. Admitting his responsibility 
Concutelli claimed that Palladino had 
betrayed Giorgio Vale, a fascist gunman 
killed in a gun battle with Rome police in 
May. Palladino was a member of 
Avanguardia Nazionale, and is reputed to 
have been a close associate of one of its 
founders, nazi hit man Stefano delle Chiaie 
(see page 10). 

Concutelli is currently serving a life 
sentence for the murder of judge Vittorio 
Occorsio in 1976. He had been ‘military 
commander’ of the illegal paramilitary 
group Ordine Nuovo. 

A statement issued after the murder of 
Palladino, by a group calling itself 
Movimento Revoluzionare, claimed 
responsibility for the killing, saying that it 
was intended both to punish the informer, 
and to announce the new group’s existence. 
The statement attacked Avanguardia 
Nazionale, describing it as the most 
backward section of the right, involving 
sincere but naive young nationalists in 
secret plots with the police and security 
services. 

It is suspected, however, that the true 
reason behind the murder might have been 
a recent willingness on Palladino’s part to 
give information about the Bologna station 
massacre of 1980, which he was suspected 
of taking part. 

Palladino’s father has since accused the 
judges who transferred him to Novara from 
Ravenna, of knowing that other fascist 
prisoners might try to kill him. 





CORSICA 


Moroccans target of racial attacks 
in Corsica 


A spate of attacks against immigrants has 
taken place in Corsica in recent months. 
Incidents recorded have included the 
shooting of two Moroccans in Ajaccio, and 
the discovery of a bomb at a Moroccan 
butcher’s shop in Bastia. In Biguglia, a 
plastic explosive device caused damage to 
the Moroccan Consulate, and another 
explosion destroyed a flat occupied by six 


immigrant workers. 

Other bomb attacks have taken place at 
lodging houses in Bastia used by immigrant 
workers from North Africa. 


WEST GERMANY 





Arms cache arrests 


TWO members of a neo-nazi group in 
Bielefeld were arrested by police at the end 
of July, following the discovery of a huge 
cache of arms and military equipment in 
houses in the area. 


SPAIN 


Rebels form new party 





Antonio Tejero, the Civil Guard officer 
who led the occupation of the Parliament 
building during the abortive coup attempt 
in 1980, and who received a gaol sentence 
for his troubles, has announced that he has 
founded a new right-wing party. It is to be 
called the Spanish Solidarity Party, and his 
supporters plan to enter him as a 
parliamentary candidate for a Madrid 
constituency. The government has 
announced, however, that it will not accept 
his resignation from the Civil Guard, which 
will invalidate his candidacy. 


UNITED STATES 





Nazi cleared of attempted murder 
charge 


AN all-white jury in South Bend, Indiana, 
has acquitted the declared nazi accused of 
attempting to murder former National 
Urban League director Vernon Jordan. 

The jury deliberated for eight hours 
before deciding that Paul Franklin, already 
serving four life sentences on state and 
federal charges for racially motivated 
murders, was not guilty. 

Franklin was charged with attempted 
murder in May 1980, after Jordan was 
gunned down while leaving a car outside a 
motel in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Because of 
the nature of the Federal prosecution being 
brought, the judge instructed the jury that 
they had to decide not only whether 
Franklin had actually shot Jordan, but 
whether he had done so in order to prevent 
him from using the motel where he was 
shot. Such Federal prosecutions can only 
succeed where it can be shown that the 
crime was intended to deprive the victim of 
a civil right. A simpler attempted murder 
charge would have to be tried under state 
law, but the county prosecutor in Fort 
Wayne has already declared that he does 
not have enough evidence for such a 
charge. 

Franklin, who told the court that he 
hated blacks, had pleaded not guilty. 





New star 
reporter 


Brady causes 
mutterings Over 
Irish issue 


Let’s start with the big news from 
down South. All over the rest of the 
country assorted fascists seem to be 
drifting away from the National Front, 
but something seems to be stirring 
down on the Sussex coast. The July 
issue of Sussex Front announces that 
‘star reporter Steve Brady has joined 
the National Front’’. 


Beneath a picture of the star reporter 
himself, and a list of his educational 
achievements, comes the statement that 
‘*for many years an active Nationalist Steve 
has before never committed himself to 
work for one party’’. But light has been 
seen and ‘‘he now feels that the National 
Front is Britain’s only hope’’; Sussex Front 
predicts that this ‘‘Bachelor of Science with 
an Upper 2nd Class Honours Degree’’ will 
prove to be ‘‘a great asset to the NF’’. 

Of course he won’t be the only star 
reporter on the Sussex Front — shining 
almost as brightly is Ted Budden, the 
chairman of the Brighton branch, whose 
column for July reflects upon ‘‘the obscene 
and contemptible reality that is modern 
multi-racial Britain’’. Mr Budden 
specialises in the sort of phrases for which 
one seldom gets awarded upper second class 
honours degrees. This month he complains 
that one evening his TV set showed ‘‘four 
males of negroid aspect who make chimps 
look like the master race’’. All this proves, 
according to Mr Budden, that Britain is 
becoming ‘‘a land fit for Sambo to live in 
and make sport in’’. And soon... 


‘ANL is front organisation 
for IRA’ 


On the other hand, Steve Brady, whose 
connections with all sorts of secretive and 
violent fascist organisations have been 
regularly detailed in previous Searchlights, 
turns his star talents to a favourite 
occupation: demonstrating the place of the 
IRA in the conspiratorial scheme of things. 
This month he provides frightful evidence 
that the ANL is ‘‘a front organisation for 
the IRA terror gang’’, hinting at ‘‘more 
sinister links’? between Brighton’s anti- 
fascists and ‘‘terrorists and bombers 


around the World’’. 

All very stirring stuff — however, 
Brady’s special interest in Irish matters has 
in the past caused a few mutterings among 
certain fascist circles. Although he might 
feel that the NF is the only hope for Britain, 
he’s already finding that some of his new 
racial comrades are not altogether 
bedazzled by their star recruit. To find 
evidence of this one has to travel a bit 
further north than Brighton. 


Anti-Catholic 


The latest issue of The Islington 
Nationalist Press, produced by the local NF 
branch there, has an interesting interchange 
between Brady and its editorial team. The 
Islington Nationalist Press is a typically 
unpleasant local fascist paper, which lists 
the addresses and phone numbers of all 
those it dislikes and shares Mr Budden’s 
taste in racial descriptions. 

However, these obsessions hardly get a 
look in, as one and a bit of the magazine’s 
total of four pages are given over to a letter 
from Brady and an editorial reply. The 
topic is Ireland and Brady starts his letter: 


“‘As a British Nationalist, an Ulster 
Loyalist and an Orangeman, I should 
like to take issue with your attacks on 
Rev Dr Ian Paisley MP and the Loyal 
Orange Institution, and your support of 
the Catholics in Ulster’’. 


There follows a lengthy anti-Catholic 
exposition, the like of which would delight 
the Rev Dr Paisley. Brady delves back into 
Irish history to allege that ‘‘ever since the 
Reformation, the church of Rome in 
Ireland has been at the forefront of Irish 
separatism and republicanism’’, and claims 
that ‘‘without Papist agitation Irishmen 
would be as much loyal Britons as 
Scotsmen, Welshmen or for that matter 
Englishmen’’. Coming more up-to-date, 
Brady continues his attack by claiming that 
‘‘insatiable Catholics’’ have been ‘‘lured on 
by imperial ambitions and better social 
security services to steadily increase their 
numbers on our side of the Border’’. 

As if to show that compulsory 
repatriation is a panacea for all political 
problems, Brady suggests that Ulstermen 
should ‘‘kick them all back onto their own 
side of the Border’’, and he adds that ‘‘I 
hope an NF government one day will’. The 
rest of his letter is taken up with a defence 
of the Orange Order which is ‘‘primarily a 
religious society’’. OK, he concedes, ‘‘one 
or two of our Lodges do admit the odd 
Black’’, but the Order as a whole ‘“‘is 
staunchly pro-British, and does not 
‘promote multi-racialism’ in any way’’. 

All this sort of anti-Catholicism creates a 
bit of a difficulty for the NF, although not 
quite as much difficulty as it created when 
Brady was involved with the League of St. 
George, several of whose European 
contacts tend to see the IRA as composed 


of pure-bred racial patriots. The NF, of 
course, has always been vehemently anti- 
IRA, but on the other hand, it has not 
wished to alienate Catholic supporters by 
the crude line taken by Brady. And so the 
editorial reply tries to divert the new recruit 
from Protestant sectarianism to the more 
traditional obsessions of the NF. 

The editors have a different 
interpretation of Irish history, seeing 
republicanism as ‘‘the only alternative 
political power to the aristocracy — the 
enfranchised, Protestant middle-class!’’ In 
fact, many of these republicans wished for 
nothing more than the establishment of 
“their own National Capitalism’’. After a 
quick, and not altogether lucid, dash 
through three hundred years of Irish 
affairs, the editors show their exasperation 
with Orangemen: ‘‘Many decent taxpayers 
are sick to the teeth of subsidising the 
‘religious’ cranks of Ulster, who are the 
architects of their own problem’’. 


Catholics and Protestants 
both victims of Jewish plot 


The Islington Nationalist Press, however, 
does not take a simple anti-protestant line 
to counterbalance Brady’s anti-Catholic 
one. For it, both forms of Christianity are 
the same: ‘‘The Catholic Church is no 
different from all the other Christian 
denominations, they are all international 
and multi-racial’’. The reason for this is 
that Christians owe their allegiance, 
according to The Islington Nationalist 
Press, ‘‘not to Race and Nation but to the 
Jewish Bible’. 

Although the editors go on to outline 
their personal preference for some sort of 
power-sharing in Northern Ireland 
(recognising that ‘‘Power-sharing is not the 
NF policy’’), it’s worth pausing at this 
point. Brady’s simple anti-Catholicism is 
possibly going to be an irritant to the NF in 
the months ahead. The standard fascist 
response, shown by the editors of The 
Islington Nationalist Press, will be to say 
that white Catholics and white Protestants 
are both victims of a Jewish plot, and thus 
anti-semitism will be used to try to patch up 
sectarianism. 

However, in doing this, there is the 
danger of opening up another source of 
conflict on the extreme right. The Islington 
Nationalist Press suggests that all forms of 
Christianity are just sinister Jewish 
inventions, and in saying this it is taking the 
traditional, hard-line nazi position, which 
frequently bases itself on anti-Christian 
pagan mysticism. On the other hand, this 
line cannot be articulated too clearly, lest 
fascist Christians, whatever their 
denomination, are upset by the antics of the 
Odinists and devil-worshippers. One 
expects that, much to the embarrassment of 
old nazi hard-liners, the bright-star from 
Brighton will enjoy giving a good Paisleyite 
bashing to the followers of Satan. 
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Most commentators” have 


tended 


to consider 


resurgence of fascism in post- 
_war Britain in comparison with 


the 
Movement of Sir Oswald 


pre-war Blackshirt 


Mosley. The Mosleyite tradition 


is one important strand in 


present-day fascism (see last 


month’s Recap), but the most 


significant influence is the much 


less well-known Imperial Fascist 


_ League of Arnold Leese. 


Born in 1878, Arnold Leese left 
school at 15, and, after a short 
period in accountancy, he trained as 
@ vet, subsequently practising in 


india and East Africa (writing the 


“definitive” book on diseases in 
camels). During this period, he 
developed his obsession with 
dewish “ritual slaughter” of cattle 
which was to continue into his 


political propaganda. During the 


First World War, he served in France, 


_and, returning to England, became 
involved with the Britons’ Publishing 


Company (the first British publishers 
of the anti-semitic bible, he 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion) and 
subsequently started his own short- 
lived “Fascist League”. In 1924, he 
and a fellow-fascist were elected to 
Stanford Borough Council, the first 
{and last) time open fascist 
candidates were electorally 
successful. And in 1928, Leese 
founded the Imperial Fascist 
League, with himself as “Director- 
General” and an underling as 
“Commandant-General of the 
Fascist Legions”. 

_ When, four years later, Mosley 
formed the British Union of Fascists, 
Leese was quick to mount attacks 


on the new movement for being 


_ soft, often employing the phrase 


“Kosher Fascists” to imply that 
Mosley was insufficiently obsessed 


_ with the Jews. (Mosley, however, 


was not soft enough to spurn Leese, 


_who was invited to join the BUF.) 
_ Certainly Leese was completely 


single-minded in his anti-semitism. 


In the mid-1930s, Leese wrote an 


article in his paper /he Fascist on 


_ “Jewish Ritual Murder” (containing 
_ his much-quoted statement: “All is 


| race, there is no other truth”). This 


article peddied the ancient myth 


hat the Jews sacrificed young 
Christian children, _ 


“the Judaeo-Masonic 


the | 


- and as a 

consequence Leese was jailed for 
“causing a public mischief” (he 

_ blamed 


unconditiona 
support, not just t 


_ most extreme element 


editor of Der Sturmer. The Ri 
Murder issue is a valuable histor 
record.” Leese was also the first 
person, anywhere, publicly” t 


suggest gas chambers a 
to the “Jewish Questio 


Along with Mosley and other 
fascist leaders, Leese was jailed in 


the war. After his release (on the _ 


grounds of ill-health) in February 


1944, he returned to the political A.K 


fray, publishing a journal called 
Gothic Ripples, attempting to help r 


nazi prisoners who escaped from. 8B 


British prisoner of war camps, and. 
calling the Holocaust into question 
“| do not agree’, he wrote, “with the _ 
Jewish Extermination policy being — 
labelled as an Abomination or a 
Fearful Atrocity. As long as th 
destruction was done in a humane 


manner, it was to the advantage of _ produce 


everyone. Quite frankly, | do not. 

believe that Hitler was ruthl 

enough, people talk of six million 

being put to death, but that is j s . 

propaganda, apure myth. 
Most sora beets 


grave: after en s . 


widow — is. 


_ Hidden Hand” for his six months: orga’ 
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MPAICIN ACAI ST 
ISM. & FASC ISM 


ANTI-RACIST OR 


MULTI-CULTURAL 
EDUCATION? 


The current debate between multi- 
culturalists and anti-racists is not one 
confined to the educational sphere. In 
some shape or form, this debate is 
taking place in every area affected by 
social policy — health, social work, 
police, judiciary and so on. It reflects 
the fundamental response of 
institutions to the ‘black presence’ — a 
response which has been in_ the 
formulation since the 1960s. Crudely 
speaking, either black people or black 
children are seen as presenting a 
problem, which has to be coped with 
— multi-culturalism being the answer 
— or white society and its racist 
practices are seen as the problem — 
anti-racism being the answer. 

The positions actually start from totally 
different premises, but, because many 
workers (including teachers) have had to 
fight for the introduction of multi- 
culturalism against a power structure that 
tries to argue that we should ignore the 
‘black presence’ altogether and treat 
everyone the same, they jealously guard 
their ‘gains’ without recognising what a 
partial victory it is. 


Multi-culturalism 


Multi-culturalism treats culture as a thing 
apart — as though culture were isolated 
from other relations in society. Racism is 
perceived neither as an_ institutional 
problem nor a social problem, but as a 
matter of prejudice and intolerance. It 
arises because white folk and black folk 
simply do not understand each other’s 
way’s. Prejudice, therefore, must be learnt 
away; and this is done by educating one 
another about cultures (customs, religions, 
foods and habits) other than one’s own. 
The teacher becomes the interpreter, the 
translator of all cultures to all peoples. S/he 
explains one ‘ethnic’ group to another. The 
problem is one of cultural interaction and 
not one of racism. 

Multi-culturalism ignores the presence of 
racism in society. It cannot explain to black 
children, for example, why their reality is 
permeated by the fear of racial attack (see 
Searchlight 85) and why they, within the 
education system, are made to feel inferior. 
Nor can it give to white children an 
understanding of why they are made to feel 
superior. It cannot do this for it pretends 





that all cultures are treated as equal within 
our society. It preaches a vague inter- 
nationalism without explaining how this 
internationalism is undermined by 
immigration laws, passport checks, racist 
violence and the presence of the National 
Front. 


Anti-racist education 


At a recent conference of the National 
Association for Multi-cultural Education, 
one teacher, confused about what anti- 
racist teaching entailed, asked that clear 
guidelines be issued to teachers. The 
problem, however, is that anti-racist 
education cannot simply be a matter of 
adhering to a given set of rules, for it 
necessitates challenging a whole way of 
seeing. 

It is this way of seeing that the Institute 
of Race Relations tried to describe in its 
evidence to the Rampton Committee of 
Inquiry into the education of children from 
ethnic minority groups. ‘‘Anti-racist 
education’’, they wrote, must start ‘‘from 
the vantage point of the black experience’’. 
It must take into account racism in Britain 
today, whilst at the same time giving to all 
children — black and white — an 
understanding of the forces that brought 
racism into play. This means re-appraising 
the whole of the curriculum (the teaching of 
history, geography, religion, etc.) in an 
attempt to question the way an entire and 
all-encompassing culture of racism has 





come about and is passed on to generations 
of schoolchildren. 


New materials from IRR 


The IRR, finding a dearth of material of 
this kind, has produced its first books for 
children — Roots of racism and Patterns of 
racism. These books do what their titles 
imply — paint a graphic picture of the 
emergence of racism, charting its 
beginnings in slavery and patiently 
following its developments through to the 
present day. By taking a historical rather 
than a cultural approach, they provide 
children with the explanations that are so 
necessary if they are to make sense of the 
world in which they live. In fact the books 
are aimed at all learners, both adults and 
children, from 14-years-old upwards. 

Showing history as an unfolding process, 
each stage linked to the next, means that 
racist myths and stereotypes are challenged 
— the myth, for example, of a passive 
Africa, devoid of a history, waiting 
patiently for Europe to discover her; or the 
stereotype of the slave, devoid of culture, 
awaiting liberation from the white man. 
Most importantly, the books show the 
inter-relationship between racism and 
economic exploitation. How Europe’s 
industrial revolution and consequent 
prosperity was based on the subjugation of 
the colonies and continues now through 
imperialism. 

By tracing the history of specific 
countries in relation to colonisation, 
Patterns of racism points towards an 
understanding of existing racism on a 
global scale. And by describing the power 
relationships between countries, it explains 
why countries today are rich and poor. 
Such knowledge will encourage young 
people to question media images of the 
Third World and be more critical of racism 
in Britain today. 

In fact, these books not only fill a gap 
within existing school materials, but by 
avoiding any cultural explanations and 
furnishing rigorous and challenging 
explanations for inequality between 
nations, they provide an excellent exemplar 
of anti-racist teaching materials. 


Roots of racism, £1 + 30p p&p. 
Patterns of racism, £1.50 + 40p p&p. 


These booklets, which include numerous 
pictures, maps and charts, are available 
from the Institute of Race Relations, 247 
Pentonville Road, London NI 9NG. 
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Scunthorpe 
CRC gets 
breathing 

space 


SCUNTHORPE’S troubled 
Community Relations Council, 
which has lost its £10,000 a year 
grant from the town’s Borough 
Council, has won a_ temporary 
reprieve. The Borough’s recent 
decision to continue funding Urban 
Programme projects, and donations 
from supporters, means that the 
council will be able to continue its 
work until October. 

As we reported last month, 
Scunthorpe Community Relations 
Council (CRC) is in imminent danger 
of closure through the withdrawal of 
local Council funds. Though 
Scunthorpe Borough Council 
contributes only £15,790 to the CRC 
(and its related playscheme) other 
grants totalling £33,253 are 
conditional on the local Council 
grant being made. 

Anti-racists possibly remember 
Scunthorpe CRC for its successful 
bid to get the British Steel 
Corporation to abandon language 
tests for prospective black workers. 
And it is this campaigning ‘political’ 
approach that the Labour-controlled 
Council objects to. Indeed, the CRC 
has, for the past five years been 
subject to attacks from local 
politicians. 


| plead guilty 


One key recent event involved the 
Scunthorpe Mayor, Councillor Fred 
Dring. Normally the mayor 
automatically becomes president of 
the CRC but in May 1980 Dring’s 
claim to chair the CRC was refused. 
He had in his election leaflet 
pronounced: “If having been bred 
and born in a predominantly white 
country and wishing it to remain so 
makes me a racialist, then | plead 
guilty as would millions of British 
people”. When Dring tried at a 
subsequent AGM to take the chair a 
demonstration took place against 
him. The Council threatened to with- 
hold funds, the central CRE also 
tried to pressure its local CRC 
alleging that it had become 
‘political’. 

Smear campaign 


Now, with no official reason being 
given by the Council to the CRC for 
withdrawal of funds, allegations 
have this time taken the form of a 
smear campaign. A _ four-page 
document (believed to be the work 
of a local councillor) has been 
circulating amongst the controlling 
Labour group on the Council, hinting 
that people involved with the CRC 
are Trotskyists, that the adventure 
playground is used as a brothel, and 
that the CRC burned down play- 
ground facilities to prevent an 
investigation. 

It is clear from our experience that 
the more effective a CRC becomes 
in fighting racism — which must by 
definition lead to a fight against 
various authorities — the more likely 
it is to be axed. The fight in 
Scunthorpe will not be an isolated 
one. | 


STORM CLOUDS 
OVER SLOUGH FACTORY 


Anger is rising at Heathfields factory in 
Slough, a subsidiary of the multinational 
Sonoco Engineering, following the 
dismissal of Asian and West Indian 
workers for pursuing a wage claim. The 
workers — mostly Asian — have all 
been instrumental in the organisation of 
the union (the General and Municipal 
Workers Union). Other workers (who 
are all white) operating from the same 
department have not been dismissed. In 
fact it has only recently come to light 
that white workers have been earning up 
to 30p more an hour on basic rates for 
doing the same job. 

Tempers on the picket line have been 
inflamed by the manner in which the 
sackings took place and what can only 
be described as the racist practices of the 
company. Sadiq Mahamood, who has 
worked for Heathfields for 14 years, 
says, ‘‘It is shameful, the way we have 


been treated. We went home and 
received a letter through the door to say 
we were sacked, and this was just for 
trying to get an improvement in wages’’. 
To add insult to injury replacement 
workers — again all white — are being 
bussed into the factory from a local 
agency. 

And if this were not enough, Asian 
workers manning the picket line are 
returning home to find racist slogans 
daubed outside their homes. They also 
face the daily intimidation provided by 
the slogan ‘wogs go home’ that 
decorates a wall at the back of the 
factory where the picket line meets. The 
company denies all allegations of 
racism, but Doug Connor, GMWU shop 
steward is critical: ‘‘I am concerned that 
the company should allow racist slogans 
to remain on their property’’. 


133 Oe AA OI Oe 
THE 
LINES 


IN this column each month CARF will 
reproduce racist reportage and 
remarks by public figures. We need 
your contributions and hope you will 
help CARF get this section going. The 
racism could be crude, subtle or 
unintentional, but we hope through 
this section to make writers and 
readers more aware of how racial mat- 
ters are dealt with. Send to CARF c/o 
Searchlight. 


BETWEEN THE LINES 


@ fditorial The Sun 26.8.82: 


“Will Labour never learn? The key to 
good race relations is the certainty in 
everybody's mind that the days of 
unrestricted imnugration are long past 
Any suggestion that today’s trickle of 
migrants might turn again into a flood 
would cause tension to flare again That 
is why Labour's plan.to clear the enure 
backlog of all would-be imnugrants from 
India is irresponsible and ill-considered 

Instead of helping race relations 
they are the best recruiting sergeants for 
the nasties of the National Front “ 


@ Fditorial The Sun 20.8.82: 


“Are the officials of the Commnussion for 
Racial Equality going off their heads? 
They now want children whose mother 
tongue is English to be taught 
mmnugrant languages like Urdu) Bengali 
and Guyerati They imagine that this 
would promote good race relations All 
that it would really accomplish would be 
to create a generation of bewildered 
children, at home in no language. no 
culture and no society Mrs Thatcher ts 
said to be as fed up with the 
Commussion’s antics as the rest of us 
Why doesn’t she tell them in) Urdu 
Bengali and Guwyerato: ‘For 
sake, get lost’ ” 


heaven's 


®@ Coulsdon 
13.8.82: 


“Black people have a point when they 
say they are not all muggers / can 
understand (and | am trying hard not to 
be patronising), how blacks become 
aggravated that whites think this way 
One of my colleagues lives in an area of 
Croydon that is heavily populated by 
black people at night he feels 
decidedly unconifortable if he sees two 
or three young black people walking 
towards him Recently he was 
approached by a young black man 

he stepped back and tensed up The 
man merely asked if my colleague knew 
of a lavatory nearby A classic case of 
give a dog a bad name “ 


and Purley Advertiser 
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area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


RACIAL VIOLENCE 





East Finchley — attacks increase 


Asian families on an estate in East Finchley 
have demanded a meeting with housing 
chiefs after a spate of racial attacks and 
harassment. In early August youths threw 
stones at 25 women at a prayer meeting. Mr 
Derayam Depala has had to cover the 
windows of his flat to protect them from 
stones. His wife and young nephew were 
recently hit by airgun pellets and his 
nephew needed an operation to remove the 
pellet. A Barnet council spokesman who 
was arranging a meeting with the family 
commented, ‘‘In Barnet the problem is not 
as bad as it is in most places’’. (Finchley 
Press 6.8.82.) 


Attacker gaoled 


Joseph Fletcher, 25, was jailed for nine 
months at Portsmouth Crown Court for 
beating up a youth who refused to agree 
with his racist ideas. When Brian Russell 
failed to join in Fletcher’s admiration for 
the National Front, Fletcher punched and 
kicked him repeatedly, causing extensive 
bruising and two broken bones. 
(Portsmouth News 20.7.82.) 


Asian youth gaoled for stabbing skinhead 


A fight between skinheads and Pakistanis 
in Luton in April led to a knife wound in 
the chest for one of the skinheads, and 
borstal for Nigel Khan. Khan denied 
stabbing the skinhead although he agreed 
that he had been involved in the fight. 
(Luton Evening Post & Echo 20.8.82.) 


Racial abuse 


Colin Villiers and his friend shouted abuse 
at a black man in a Kettering Wimpy Bar. 
The youths’ language was so foul that the 
customers started to leave the restaurant. 
For the breach of the peace Villiers was 
bound over for two years. (Northampton- 
shire Evening Telegraph 13.8.82.) 


Cars vandalised 


Racists were blamed for an outbreak of 
vandalism on Asian-owned cars in 
Worcester, in which £1,000 worth of 
damage was caused to cars and a milk float. 
The mosque at Shrub Hill was vandalised 
during Ramadan. (Worcester Evening 
News 23.8.82.) 


Woman PC bullies black neighbour 
A West Indian man, Mr Donald Scott, was 





acquitted of behaviour likely to cause a 
disturbance after telling magistrates of the 
bullying he was subjected to by a woman 
PC neighbour. A witness said that the 
woman and her husband subjected him to 
‘“one of the vilest forms of bullying.’’ WPC 
Davis agreed that she had said ‘‘it’s about 
time that nutter down the road was locked 
up.’’ (Redbridge Post 13.8.82.) 


Youths attack Asian restaurant 


An Asian restaurant-owned plans to close 
down after repeated attacks by gangs of 
youths. ‘‘How can I stay here now?”’ asked 
Mr Abdul Kayum after the latest attack. 
“This week a window was smashed and one 
was smashed last week. Maybe it will 
happen again tomorrow.’’ (Watford 
Evening Post & Echo 12.8.82.) 


Police fail to take action after black youth 
attacked 


A black Hackney youth was given a 
conditional discharge for attempted arson 
on a pub after an Old Bailey Judge heard 
how he had been assaulted by the landlord 
and police had failed to take action. Judge 
Derek Grant said, ‘‘when a coloured boy 
believes after being assaulted by a white 
man that nothing is going to be done one 
can’t blame him for doing something 
himself’’. He told 19 year old Jeffrey 
Patterson, ‘‘I don’t fully understand why 
no action was taken in the case of the 
assault which you reported to the police.’ 
(East London Advertiser 30.7.82.) 


67 year old beaten 


A 67 year old lame and homeless Indian, 
Mr Shannon Singh, was brutally beaten in a 
public lavatory with his own walking stick. 
He had emergency surgery that day, but 
several days later was still critically ill and 
unconscious. (Southampton Evening Echo 
16.8.82.) 


IMMIGRATION 





Father dies 


Two weeks after Dr Rajnikant Patel was 
refused permission to come and visit his 
sick father on the grounds that he was not 
ill enough, the man died. He was suffering 
from kidney failure and high blood 
pressure, and was at Dulwich Hospital. 
When Dr Patel applied to visit him the 
immigration authorities contacted the 
hospital, and then decided to refuse entry. 
A Home Office spokesman said that ‘‘in 
certain circumstances it is the practice to 
make inquiries of this nature.’’ (The Times 
23.8.82.) 


Home Office in breach of European 
Convention? 


A Leeds family with a three year old 
British-born son has taken the Home Office 
to the European Commission on Human 
Rights over its decision to deport them. Mr 
and Mrs Darr have been in Britain since 
1974 since coming from Kenya. Mr Darr is 
a Kenyan citizen but his parents and 
brother, who all live here, are British 
citizens and would not be able to join the 


Darrs in Kenya if they were deported. The 
Darrs claim that the decision will split the 
family and is in breach of the European 
Convention guarantee of respect for family 
life. (New Statesman 20.8.82.) 


Punjabi singer imprisoned 


Baba Bakhtaura, a well-known Punjabi 
singer of religious, historical and cultural 
folk-songs, has been imprisoned and 
recommended for deportation following a 
Home Office decision not to extend his 
leave to remain here after three years. The 
singer is crippled and has no-one to support 
him in India. He sings in Sikh temples all 
over the country, and the temples are all 
joining the campaign to allow him to stay. 
(Morning Star 28.8.82.) 


Appeal succeeds 


An Indian husband of a British citizen born 
in Kenya has won his appeal against a 
Home Office decision to deport him. The 
adjudicator decided that there were 
compassionate grounds, including his 
British-born child, to allow Mr Mistry of 
Ashton-Under-Lyne to stay. Normally only 
husbands of British-born citizens can stay, 
under the 1980 rule which is the subject of 
European Court proceedings. The decision 
in Mr Mistry’s case was hailed as a victory 
by Tameside Immigration Campaigns 
Support Group, which campaigned against 
Mr Mistry’s deportation. (Guardian 
25.8.82.) 


Nine year wait for visas 


Mr and Mrs Dipak Patel have spent nine 
years in an Austrian refugee camp after 
being refused entry to Britain. They have 
now been told they will get British visas 
after a long campaign by Lord Avebury 
which led to pressure on the Home Office 
from the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. (The Times 
5.8.82.) 


Labour pledges to repeal racist laws 


The next Labour government will adopt a 
“compassionate and moral attitude’ to 
immigration, Mr Roy Hattersley, the 
party’s spokesman for Home Affairs, said 
when announcing the NEC’s statement to 
this year’s conference. He called for an end 
to the numbers game and said Labour 
would clear the queue of dependants in 
India. Mr Hattersley was a supporter of the 
1968 Commonwealth Immigrants Act 
which restricted free entry to ‘patrial’ or 
white citizens, and was declared racist by 
the European Commission on Human 
Rights. He said he regretted supporting that 
Act, which would be repealed, together 
with the 1971 Immigration Act and the 1981 
Nationality Act. (Guardian 28.8.82.) 


Compensation an insult 


A black bricklayer who won a case of unfair 
dismissal against Nottingham City Council 
has returned £100 compensation awarded 
for “‘injury to feelings’’. Mr Louis Brodie 
said he considered the award an insult to 
himself and to Nottingham’s black 
community. (Daily Telegraph 12.8.82.) 
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UNIONS 





The Civil Service union CPSA is urging its 
members in unemployment benefit offices 
not to co-operate with the proposed racial 
monitoring of claimants. The union is 
concerned that the checks will be used to 
harass claimants. A CPSA spokesman said, 
‘the Rayner study quoted one academic 
opinion that black people were more likely 
to defraud the system, and we’re worried 
that fraud officers will have access to the 
ethnic information in the computer.”’ 
(Guardian 18.8.82.) 


The new nationality checks in hospital are 
being fought in the West Midlands. A 
picket outside Dudley Road Hospital in 
Birmingham in August was described as the 
first of many by organisers. NUPE voted at 
its recent conference to refuse to co-operate 
with the checks, which they believe will be 
‘‘used to harass all black people — even 


those burn here’’. (Sandwell Evening Mail 
25.8.82.) 


The myth of Asian workers as willing 
strike-breakers was exploded at a building 
site in Pimlico last month. The UCATT 
convenor Bill Ashton is delighted with the 
support shown by the 30 Asian workers for 
the union, and their solidarity with the 
striking health workers, after initial fears 
that the workers had been brought in to 
undermine the union’s stand on conditions 
of work and bonus payments. (Morning 
Star 12.8.82.) 


Sikh protest planned 


Britain’s Sikhs are to march in protest 
against the Court of Appeal’s recent ruling 
that the Race Relations Act does not 
protect them. The march and rally is to take 
place in London at the beginning of 
October and a massive turnout is expected. 
(Dudley Evening Mail 24.8.82.) 


POLICE 





Recruitment 


West Yorkshire Police have launched a 
campaign to recruit more black policemen. 
Posters and leaflets are going out to 


mosques, temples and black newspapers 
with the message ‘Join Us’. West Yorkshire 
Chairman of the Police Federation Ronnie 
Carroll welcomed the news and added, 
‘*But to lower the standards set would be 
totally wrong.’’ (Bradford Telegraph & 
Argus 12.8.82.) 


Picked up a hundred times 


Barry Coy, a 20 year old black hockey 
player, has been forced to sell his high- 
performance sports car because it attracts 
too much police attention. Mr Coy claims 
he has been stopped by Merseyside police 
one hundred times in the past six months. 
‘They see a coloured kid in a flashy sports 
car and think he must have nicked it,’’ he 
said. His solicitor has put in a complaint of 
racial harassment. (Morning Star 24.8.82.) 


Defence committee for Handsworth 
youths 


The continued detention of Rastafarian 
Leroy Campbell is inflaming relations 
between police and black people in 
Handsworth. Mr Campbell was remanded 
in custody for the seventh week on charges 
of burglary and intent to rape. Friends and 
relatives who assert his innocence are 
hoping to organise a defence committee. 
(Morning Star 18.8.82.) 





WALTHAMSTOW 


CATALOGUE OF ARSON 





On 2 July 1981 Mrs Parveen Khan 
and her three children were burnt 
alive in their Walthamstow home 
after petrol was poured through 
the letterbox. Police were quick to 
react — an electrical fault 
emanating from the front bedroom 
was the most probable cause of 
the fire, they said — a statement 
that was quickly taken up by the 
national media. Later they altered 
their line of thought and proceeded 
to question members of the local 
Asian community. Could it be that 
a so-called friend of the family, 
embittered and seeking revenge, 
had started the fire? Police did not 
consider it to be a racial attack and 
local fascists were not questioned. 

Nor was a racial motive seriously 
considered when arsonists struck again, this 
time setting fire to the home of Mrs Savita 
- Amin in October 1981. Petrol was poured 
through the letterbox and milk-bottles 
placed by her door were set alight by an 
incendiary device. More recently, in August 
of this year, the home of Mr Mohammed 
Sadiq of Lawrence Avenue was set alight on 
two separate occasions. 

The first attack consisted of petrol being 


poured through the letterbox, as a stone 
was simultaneously thrown through an 
upstairs window. The front door caught 
fire and the house was soon filled with 
smoke. On the second occasion a gathering 
of about 100 white youths looked on as a 
young girl poured petrol through the 
letterbox; they laughed and jeered as the 
fire whirled through the home trapping the 
family in an upstairs room. When the police 
arrived the family pointed out those who 
had started the fire, but the police did not 
charge them. The crowd were ‘‘laughing 
and joking’’ said Mr Sadiq, ‘‘but the police 
didn’t move them away’’. 


Police Five 


If a recent Police Five programme is 
anything to go by, the police, as in the case 
of Mrs Parveen Khan, will fail, yet again, to 
find the culprits. It is worthwhile looking at 
the clues this programme failed to mention. 
For, Police Five is the programme that 
provides the clues to jog the memory of 
those that witness crime, in order that a 
crime might be solved; yet the concrete 
information the coverage provided 
amounted simply to the fact that two 
separate arson attacks occurred on a house 
in Lawrence Avenue, Walthamstow, on 12 
and 17 August 1982. The name of the 


family and the fact that they were black 
were not mentioned. That a crowd of 
people gathered outside the home chanting 
racist abuse during the second attack was 
not mentioned either. Likewise there was 
no mention of the history of abuse and 
violence the family had suffered at the 
hands of their white neighbours — 
including the placing of a pig’s head on 
their doorstep several weeks before. ‘“They 
swear at us and taunt us whenever we go 
out’’, says daughter Nazareen Sadiq. 


Police Prejudice 


The police might well argue that a 
programme like Police Five cannot point to 
such connections, for this would be to 
reveal a ‘prejudice’ behind the course of 
their investigation. But not to reveal such 
connections, which is in effect to conceal 
facts, inevitably points to the prejudice of 
the police. A prejudice which prevents them 
from seeing racism as a prime motive for 
arson attacks on the homes of black people. 

In the case of Mrs Khan and her children, 
by the time it had been established that the 
fire was not the result of an electrical fault, 
most Fleet Street papers had conveniently 
lost their original interest in the story. 

Critics of the police saw in this incident 
evidence of police manipulation of the 
media — a relationship whereby the police 
feed the media with their version of events, 
quelling any possible criticism of its 
procedures, and gaining legitimation in the 
eyes of the general public. How, in the light 
of this, should the Police Five programme 
be seen? Were the police showing their 
concern over a horrifying arson attack? Or 
were they providing themselves with the 
perfect alibi should they fail to find the 
attackers — yet again? 


